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Trinity, You Don’t Know Who You Are!

Have you ever seen a movie where someone has amnesia? The person with no memory often
spends the whole movie looking for clues so they can reclaim their past. But usually (if it's an
interesting story anyway), they find out that being free of their preconceptions has allowed them
to do and become things they could never do or be before!

Or maybe you've read about the studies where teachers are told which students are the “gifted”
students and which ones “need extra help” — except that they just choose them randomly. Guess what? The
students’ performance tends to go along with what is expected of them.

OK. Why am | telling you this? | think that the members of our church family are selling themselves short!
To use John the Evangelist's* language,

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are.
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now;
what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like
him, for we will see him as he is. - 1 John 3:1-2

There are plenty of people around us who don’t understand who God is, what God wants, and what God can do.

If we let them limit us, we will always end up as less than what we are called to be. We are children of GOD!

We don't even know what we will be yet — it's too amazing for us to understand. What we do know is that God has
called us to walk in the light. As Eric Price reminded us at our stewardship celebration luncheon in November, our
church has a mission. We are called to bring light and love and peace to our community by serving them in the
name of Jesus Christ, by loving them with the love of Christ and by sharing with them the Good News of the gospel.
If we shrink from our calling, who'll do it?

| think most of us would agree that as Christians, we share the calling | just described. Still, we make
excuses like, “We just don't have the resources” or “I don't have a good enough relationship with that person to tell
them about the Gospel” or “I'm sure God will reach them through someone else.” | know. I've told those things to
myself before too. But those statements are based on a fundamental misunderstanding of how God works and
who we are! When we say those things, we're limiting God!

In fact, if we refuse to do our mission because we can't figure out how God will provide the means to carry
it out, we deny who we are in Christ. God tells us that we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us
(Philippians 4:13). Do we believe that? Or do we believe that we can only do things that make conventional sense
and leave a comfortable buffer? God tells us that we are called to make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 2818-20) We've been doing that! Now —when
people need God the most — is not the time to back offt We need to continue to live out our call even though it may
mean we have to deal with financial unpredictability and last-minute rescues. But along with those, we'll also get
to hear God tell us “Well done!” in the end. And we'll see transformed lives! We'll watch children and youth grow
up in Christ. We’'ll see people conquer addiction. We'll feed and clothe the needy. We’'ll bring hope to the hopeless.

Can we agree that God is calling us to become something that has not yet been revealed? If so, can we
agree that what God has in mind for us will be — as for the amnesiac in the movies — something much better than
what we could be if we stayed within the comfortable limits of what we've always been? | know that's the church |
want to be part of! It'll be an exciting God-adventure! Are you with me?

Risking to Live in Christ with You,

Pastor Steve

*“John the Evangelist” is another name for the author of the Gospel of John, the Letters of John and the book of
Revelation?

Got thoughts? Post a comment on Trinity’s weblog at blog. Trinity\WestSac.org
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LATINO CORNER / ESQUINA LATINA — JANUARY 2010

i FELIZ ANO NUEVO !

If you get this in time, be sure to join us for our Annual Three Kings Day Celebratlon

on Wednesday, January 6, at 5:30 pm.

We're having a fiesta - to celebrate the visit of the Three Wise Men to
the baby Jesus. Come for delicious Mexican food, music, rosca de
reyes (special "kings" sweet bread), photos with our own Wise Men
and probably a pifata.

And after that, we'll continue with our regular Wednesday evening
Spanish Bible Studies. We're also planning some other exciting
things for this new year. Hope you'll join us!

MUCHAS GRACIAS!!
A heartfelt word of thanks - to all those at Trinity who have made my first
year here such an amazing experience. I'm delighted to be here and look
forward to our second year together! A big Hispanic hug, Pastora Tina

)

MIERCOLES, 6 DE ENERO DE 2010 - DiA DE REYES - 5:30 DE LA TARDE
GRAN FIESTA - GRATIS
COMIDA TIPICA, MUSICA, RIFA, ROSCA DE REYES Y UNA PINATA
Ademas, ilos esperamos!
- los miércoles a las 6:00 pm - NOCHE DE FAMILIA - para todas edades -
incluyendo un estudio biblico en espaiiol

- los domingos, en el culto de adoracién de las 11:00 am, por lo general hay interpretacion al
espafiol. Y si no, jpueden practicar su inglés!

Pastora Tinita Torres - Tel. 916-717-6668
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Pastoral Self Care: Let it Show...
Debbie Johnston, Director of Pastoral Care

Those of us who have had the good fortune to
grow up in snow country or have developed a love for
winter sports know the magic of a heavy snowfall. The world is
suddenly covered in a blanket of glittering beauty and innocence...
the silence is palpable, and it is easy to believe all is right with the
world.

2009 was a brutal year with many losses...not only the deaths
of beloved church family members, but also the death of the innocent
belief that a church family and building are places of absolute
refuge...far from the storms and dangers of secular life.

And, of course, economic upheaval still reverberates all around
us, touching every family as we look to the future with a proposed
budget that will, at the very least, challenge each of us to be the most
faithful and fearless Christians we have ever been.

Is it worth it? Oh yes, my friends. To borrow from C.S. Lewis’
Aslan imagery from the Narnia series... “Is 2010 going to be safe?
Oh no, | can’t guarantee that, but I can guarantee it’s going to be
good, because God is there, and he has walked every minute of 2010
ahead of us.” Our only true destiny is God...a god who is absolute
love, beauty, and infinite meaning. Whatever happens in 2010,
Christ will find a way to make it meaningful and holy if we continue
to allow our hearts to trust.

In this mid-winter silence that is January, let us dare to believe
God truly is for us, will never, ever leave us nor forsake us and is
equally concerned about all that concerns us. Ultimately this is still
God’s beautiful world, and we are the ones he has deputized to help
keep it on course toward the Kingdom.

Yours on the journey,
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Trinity’s “Psalm of the Day” Schedule

The Psalms were the prayer book of the people of Israel, and praying the Psalms is an ancient
Christian tradition. Start or end each day by reading the "Psalm of the Day" (it's even better if

you read aloud) and then talk to God about whatever comes to mind. Along with your own needs
and the needs of those close to you, be sure to pray for your church family as well as God's calling
and provision for our church and the needs of the community around us. Here's our reading and

praying plan:

1/1 Psalm 121 1/13 Psalm 133 1/25 Psalm 143
1/2 Psalm 122 1/14 Psalm 134 1/26 Psalm 144
1/3 Psalm 123 1/15 Psalm 134 1/27 Psalm 145
1/4 Psalm 124 1/16 Psalm 136 1/28 Psalm 146
1/5 Psalm 125 1/17 Psalm 137 1/29 Psalm 147
1/6 Psalm 126 1/18 Psalm 138 1/30 Psalm 148
1/7 Psalm 127 1/19 Psalm 139 1/31 Psalm 149
1/8 Psalm 128 1/20 Psalm 140 2/1 Psalm 150
1/9 Psalm 129 1/21 Psalm 141 2/2 Psalm 151
1/10 Psalm 130 1/22 Psalm 142 2/3 Psalm 152
1/11 Psalm 131 1/23 Psalm 143 2/4 Psalm 153
1/12 Psalm 132 1/24 Psalm 142 2/5 Psalm 154

TRINITY “ANGELS” MADE CHRISTMAS BRIGHT
for “CHRISTMAS FAMILIES!”

Eﬁ; On Sunday, December 13", “angels” from Trinity brought amazing gifts
*I. ] and/or monetary contributions for our Christmas Families at Bryte &
1 Riverbank Schools as well as others in need of a helping hand! On
- Monday evening a dedicated group of “wrappers” gathered to wrap every
gift. Tuesday morning, Lew & Linda Whitney along with Glenda Dahms delivered the gifts
to Bryte School. Glenda and all her skillful helpers provided beautiful warm quilts plus some
hats & gloves to go along with the presents. Children in Sunday School decorated gift tags so
that every gift recipient would know his/her gift came from friends at Trinity Presbyterian
Church. Sean Alexander, the Healthy Start Coordinator at Bryte & Riverbank, was moved to
tears (once again) by the generosity of our congregation.

Members & friends of Trinity exceeded all expectations in helping to make Christmas bright
for a large group of children. Please know that all of your efforts were greatly appreciated!
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THANK YOU, KARLA

Karla Rasmussen, our previous office manager, completed her work as part of Trinity's staff on
Christmas Eve, 2009. Karla stepped into the office at a difficult time and really helped us through. Now,
she's moving into accounting with the State of California. | think we can agree that if there's anyone that
needs Karla more than Trinity, it's the California State Government. :-) Karla is still a member of our
church family and will still be working in her personal ministries so when you see her, please say,

"Thanks!" God bless you, Karla!

WELCOME NANCY FAITH

By the time you read this, Nancy Faith may already be working as our new church office manager and administrator.
You may know Nancy as the wife of our Church Music Director, Joe Faith. While Nancy is a truly talented musician,
she also has a wealth of church administration experience — most recently at Fair Oaks Presbyterian Church. Come
by and welcome Nancy to her new role at Trinity after January 11th.

THANK YOU FOR CHRISTMAS EVE

Thanks to everyone who helped at any of the three Christmas Eve services we offered at Trinity this
year. About 390 people were blessed by what you did, whether it was ushering, playing music, doing
technology, backing cookies, moving furniture, helping kids sing, being in the kids' musical, cleaning up,
reading, candle lighting, counting the offering, hanging banners and lights, you name it! Special thanks
to Judi Chiboucas who was our overall coordinator and Joe Faith who arranged so much music and
managed multiple choirs and orchestras! We heard to many positive things - many, many people were
blessed by our church's efforts!

THANK YOU FOR “OREMUS”

Thanks to everyone who came together for prayer on December 6t for our “Oremus” (Latin for “Let Us
Pray”) gathering. We prayed for our church family, our church ministries, and for our community. We'll
definitely do it again soon! In the meantime, please continue to pray — particularly for God’s provision
for the church budget and protection of our church as we keep doing the amazing ministries God has
called us to! (Wait ‘til you hear what's been going on in youth ministry at Trinity, for example. Or ask
some of our new members to tell you their stories!) Our Session and staff are now getting a daily email
to remind us to pray for our church. If you would like one too, please let us know and we’'ll set you up!

MEETING NIGHT MOVES 70 gy rreRNOON

SUNDAY; JANUARY 10~ 1:00PM,

Three of our biggest and most active ministry teams are moving their meeting times! We used to meet
in the evening, but that proved difficult for a number of people so we're moving to the second Sunday
afternoon of every month.

Join the Worship Ministry Team, the Discipleship Team, and the Mission & Outreach Team for devotion
and prayer, a brief look at “The Emerging Church,” and their team ministry planning meetings. God’s doing
a lot at our church, and if you're interested in helping to lead it, come and join us! If you need childcare,
please let the office know ASAP.

N alalalalalalalal el el o ol ol ool ol ol ol ol ol ol o o oV T el el ol ol o o P o el ol ol ol o oV ol ol el el o o e
AN ANNAANANAANAAN

<

LSS LSS S LSS S PSS S LSS S L PPS S S S

Trinity Press Page 6



Pastor Steve’s noon Bible study is moving to Thursdays to allow parents of kids in local elementary
schools to attend. (Almost half of Wednesdays are minimum days that end at 12:30 p.m. - right in the
middle of our Bible study!) Join us for prayer and our study of Exodus. We meet from noon to about
1:30 p.m. once a week. You may bring your lunch or come for only part of it if that helps with your
work schedule. If you need childcare, please call the office with at least a week’s notice so we can
make sure it's set up!

TRINITY 101 — YOUR WAY INTO THE TRINITY FAMILY!

On Sunday, January 31st from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m., we'll meet to meet new friends, talk about what it
means to be a Christian, what the Presbyterian Church is all about, who we are at Trinity, and how to
get connected and involved! It's a great time to discuss your difficult questions (Pastor Steve enjoys
them) and it's also the place to come if you'd like to be baptized or have a child baptized. Lunch is
provided and childcare is available if you request it well in advance. Call or email the church office to
sign up!

2010 SUNDAYS “BOOT CAMP — BASIC TRAINING FOR CHRISTIANS”

We promise not to make you run 10 miles or do 200 pushups, but Sundays starting on January 17th,
we'll be exploring the practices that make Christians christians! Are you interested in ways to pray?
What Sabbath rest means? What's fasting and why would you do that? What's forgiveness all
about? How do | read the Bible and what's a daily devotion? And more... We'll look at ancient
practices and high-tech ways to be a Christian too! This series works best as a “package deal” with
a small group where you can practice what we're learning about!

JOB VS. MINISTRY

Some people have a JOB in the church; others involve themselves in a MINISTRY. What is the
difference?

If you are doing it just because no one else will, it's a JOB.

If you are doing it to serve the Lord, it's a MINISTRY.

If you quit because somebody criticized you, it was a JOB.

If you keep on serving, it's a MINISTRY.

If you do it only as it does not interfere with your other activities, it's a JOB.

If you are committed to staying with it even when it means letting go of other things, it's a MINISTRY.
If you quit because no one praised you or thanked you, it was a JOB.

If you stay with it even though nobody recognizes your effort, it is a MINISTRY.

It's hard to get excited about a JOB.

It's almost impossible not to be excited about a MINISTRY.

An average church is filled with people doing JOBS.

A great and growing church is filled with people involved in MINISTRY.

Where do we fit in? What about us?

If GOD calls you to a MINISTRY, don't treat it like a JOB.

If you have a JOB, make it a ministry or give it up and find a MINISTRY.

God does not want us feeling stuck with a JOB, but excited and faithful to Him in a MINISTRY.
Author unknown (via John Bristol)
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, January 24, 2010

Potluck Luncheon and Business Meeting begin at 1:00 p.m.
“Good folks, Good Eating, Great Future”

We will share a meal with our church family, celebrate what we accomplished
together in 2009, look ahead to 2010, hear a presentation on the 2010 budget,
elect new officers (elders and deacons),. We'll make sure that the meeting is

light-hearted and interesting. We hope you'll be there for a satisfying and interesting
afternoon!

(You do not need to be a church member to attend, but only members can vote.)

Food assignments: Please bring fingers foods to share!
Printed yearly reports and updated church/phone directories will be available to each
family.

See you there! Questions? Call the church office!

2009 Year-End Financial Challenges at Trinity

This has been a great year of ministry at Trinity. Together, we have changed hundreds
of lives, and when we get to the end of the year, all of our commitments have to be
paid. At current giving rates, we will experience a projected shortfall of over $9,000.
If you have any funds available, please consider helping us to retire that deficit. It’s
been a really challenging year, but we’d love to start 2010 in better financial shape. .

Thank you, Your Trinity Session

November YTD Income  $342,736.74
November YTD Expenses $350,237.44

Short-fall -$7,500.70
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*kC/dC “KIDS’ CHOIR & DRAMA CLUB” Spring 2010 NEWS*

Dear *kC/dC* families:

Your performance at the Christmas Eve service was terrific, and we have many exciting events planned
for spring 2010. First is our performance at the Dia de Reyes Fiesta on Jan. 6™, when we celebrate
the arrival of the three kings at Christ's manger, followed by funny bible skits we will perform at Trinity’s
2nd Annual Night of 1000 Hams (all-church talent show) . On April 11t we'll perform our Post-Easter
musical during the 9 & 11 worship services. This spring we have added a Bible memory challenge,
where students can earn special rewards for every bible verse they memorize. We will also play
bible/drama/& music games to reinforce our skills in all three areas at each practice. Later on in the
summer we will perform The Game, a fun Christian musical with a soccer theme. Join us for a joyous
spring in 2010!

Have a great 2010!!

Your Trinity Kids’ Choir & Drama Team Leaders: Debbie Johnston, Nancy Faith, Melinda Quick, & Kim
Sharon.

Jan. 61— PERFORMANCE: Dia de Reyes. 5:00 p.m. rehearse for performance in room 5.
We will sing: Feliz Navidad and Jesus Loves You (Spanish/English)

Jan. 13t — Carriers of the Light Party/intro Night of 1000 Hams skit (S)

Jan. 20th, 27t Feb. 3rd — Rehearse Night of 1000 Hams skit (S)

Feb. 10t - PERFORMANCE: Night of 1000 Hams. 5:15 rehearsal in room 5 for 7 p.m. performance.

Feb 17t — NO REHEARSAL. Enjoy the Ash Wednesday service with your family

Feb 24t March 3 - Intro Post-Easter musical (pass out cds/contracts), 15t read-through

March 10t — Auditions for Post-Easter Musical

March 17th, 24th

April 7 — Tech Rehearsal (in Sanctuary)

April 10t — DRESS REHEARSAL - Post-Easter Musical

April 11t -PERFORMANCE Post-Easter Musical at both 9 & 11 a.m. worship services

April 17 — Post-Easter Musical party

Kids’ Choir “Basic” Lesson Plan

6:30-6:40 Bible memory challenge
6:40-700 Devotional + Bible &/or music game/activity
7-7:30- Play rehearsal

aTeTloTeTaTaleTaTeTaTaTeTeToTeTeTeTaTaTeTeTeTeTlaTaTaTaTeTaTeTaTaTeTeTeTaTla e T TaTaTla
aBeTleTeTaTloTeTeTeTaTaTeTeToTeToTeTaToTeTeTaTeTaTaTaTaTeToTeTaTaTeTeTeTaTlaTaTaTaTaTlaT
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E-WASTE *
CANS, GLASS AND PLASTIC
[} RECYCLING

To benefit Youth Programs and
Youth Mission Trip to McDermitt, Nevada in July 2010

WHERE: Trinity Presbyterian Church
1500 Park Boulevard, West Sacramento, California
(Rear parking lot)

WHEN: Saturday, January 30, 2010
9:00 am to 2:00 pm

For more information, contact Trinity Presbyterian Church
@ 371-5875

WATCH FOR CAR WASHES AT WHITEY’S IN APRIL,
MAY AND JUNE 2010

ol . B
7 \ -
*E-waste Is items such as televisions, monitors, com-
puters, printers, copiers, laptops, cameras, camcorders,

_ internet devices, keyboards, mice, VCRs and DVDs,

"@ cell phones.
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Kids’ Choir and Drama Club

Kids are invited to join the Kids’ Choir and Drama Club-Wednesday at
6:30-7:40. Come to Room 4 (ages 3 - 6) or Room 6 (ages 7-14) to make new
friends, learn basic musicianship and drama skills and learn to share the good
news of Jesus Christ thru music and drama. See Miss Debbie!

Youth Night: We meet every Wednesday from 6:30 - 7:45 p.m. in the youth
room (9). Come for Fun Games, Hanging Out, and relevant discussions.
Currently, we are going thru students’ questions about God. Junior High and
Senior High students welcome!!

FOURTH SATURDAY every month: The kids help feed the homeless. This
IS a morning event — please be at the church by 9:00 a.m. to prepare food and
to carpool over. The Next Feed the Homeless event is : January 23rd. With
all youth events, it is great to have some adult volunteers on hand to help out.
If you are interested in helping the Youth, please talk to Dan Meyerpeter.

J:J:J:u:J:J:J:u:J:J:J:u:naaanaaaaaaam:J:J:J:J:J:J:J:J:J:u:nnnnnnaannnannmmnm:ng
Free Guitar Lessons:

Jack Fordyce-Wednesday evenings
Debbie Johnston-Friday afternoons 4:00-5:00pm
call office for more info @371-5875
Donated Guitars are needed.

7]
)
7]
e
2]
)
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For the Girls: Jr. High -Thursday from 3:30 - 4:15 pm and Sr. High
Thursday from 4:15-5:00pm at Starbucks in the Southport Town Center.
¥ Come hang out and talk about how God applies to life issues to teenage girls.

For the Boys: Jr. High - Tuesday 3:00-4:00pm and Sr. High-Thursdays at 3:45 — 4:45pm. at
Subway in the Southport Town Center. Come discuss real issues and eat a sandwich too!
(We still need coupons for this exciting ministry!).

Youth Sunday Class We will be meeting at 6:15 in the youth room immediately after Last
Call. Come as we grow deeper into God's word, hang out, and have fun. Food provided. We

are doing this in an attempt to reach more kids and get kids involved in the Last Call worship
service. If you have, any questions e-mail Dan at Dan@Trinity\WestSac.orqg,
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January 3
January 4
January 6
January 7
January 8
January 11
January 12
January 13
January 14
January 16
January 17
January 18
January 19
January 20
January 21
January 22
January 23
January 24
January 25
January 27
January 28

January 29
January 30
January 31

JANUVAK

THDAYS!

Bret Sealey, Beverly Sjurson
Leona Kruen, Lena Garrett*
Caroline Winguest

Cecil Cox

Clara Evans , Bella Heffner*
Terrie O’Connor-Watson
Merle Amick, Connie Johnson, Megan Stockdale, Errol Summy, Ralph Custodio
Ron Johnson, Susan Schepker
Steve Whitney, Mindy Pottor
Calvin Ahn*, Anna Lindquist *
Donna Stephan

Amy Dishman*

Jane DeGroot } |
‘ l{-‘

Keegan Crews*, Joshua Whitney*

A

Amanda Bolach, Michael Serrao*

Kayley Hallum*

Cliff Hayes, Michael-Robert Rizo*, Chris Siters, Tina Torres

Bret Bachmeier*

Martha Chandley

Theresa Andreas, Alisha David

Jane Gentry, Sue Goodwin, Katarina Jones*, Russ Throop, Jill Whitney,
Ruby Zacharias*

Anna Grexton*, Dee Hendrickson, Anna Sealey*, Sofiya Vlasik*

Nyah Taff

Nadine Garvey, Bob Hobza, Krista Penney, Glenn Perrine*, Don Selasco

Lew Whitney, Paulina Torres*

*names are children
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TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1500 Park Blvd
West Sacramento CA 95691

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Office Hours: Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: 916.371.5875

WWW.TRINITYWESTSAC.ORG OR
EMAIL: INFO@TRINITYWESTSAC.ORG

Church Staff

Rev. Steve Whitney, Pastor
Rev. Tina Torres, Pastor.of
Latino Ministries
Debra Johnston, Pastoral Care/

Children’s Choir Director
Nancy Faith, Office Manager
Sue Goodwin, Director of Children &
Youth Ministries
Dan Meyerpeter, Youth Leader
Joe Faith, Music Director
Boris Karpuk, Pianist

Trinity Press
Nancy Del Mugnaio, Karla Rasmussen
Office Volunteers,
Karen Metcalf, Carol Onalfo

TRINITY’S VISION STATEMENT

Trinity Church is a Spirit-filled, loving, and
life-transforming

community of believers, who experience Jesus Christ
and grow in faith together, challenging each other
to serve with compassion and creativity. In
response to God's grace, we bring the hope of life in
Jesus Christ to the community and the world,
inviting them to join us on this journey of

discipleship.
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Please keep this prayer inyour heart
during January
Dear Lord,
As we enter this New Year, Lord,
help us trust you more,

help us to see your face and
to hear your Word.

Bless us with your-grace and

guide us in our walk with you.

- Amen



